OCTOBER 19™ — 2 1sT

THREE FILMS BY
SHYAM BENEGAL

ZUBEIDAA

Zubeidaa by Shyam Benegal (2001, 153 min.). An intelligdptically constructed love story starring Hindi stearisma Kapoor, Zubeidaa is the

story of a young man’s quest to recover the membthe mother he never knew. Troubled by the skantwledge he has of his mother Zubeidaa
(Karisma Kapoor), Riyaz (Rajit Kapur) tries to petogether her life from the memories of those whew her. Talented and beautiful, Zubeidaa
was the only daughter of a film producer in Mumlzaibeidaa’s dreams and aspirations did not intdresstather, and her happiness fell victim to
his domination over her life. Zubeidaa is a passierove story of a vivacious, impulsive and daryoying woman who defies all odds and
conventions in order to live life on her own terrnmsHindi with English subtitles.

Followed by a discussion with Richard Delacy - Leater for Urdu-Hindi, Department of Sanskrit and Ind ian Studies, Harvard University

INETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: THE FORGOTTEN HERO

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose: The Forgotten Hero by Shyam Benegal (2004, 222 min.). His most amibgiproject yet, acclaimed filmmaker
Shyam Benegal explores the controversial life dittis Chandra Bose, the Bengali freedom fighter ddutared open warfare on the British
Empire. This fascinating account depicts historeadnts including Bose’s escape from prison ini@riCalcutta, and his travels to Berlin to meet
Adolf Hitler. Frustrated, Bose leaves Germany foutheast Asia, where he links up with the Japateebegin his own war. Benegal depicts the
multi-faceted nature of the inner man and his dealod drives, while unveiling a historical perspectarely afforded in the West. Description
adapted from the London Film Festival. In Hindilwinglish subtitles.

Introduced by Professor Sugata Bose — Gardiner Preksor of History and Director, The South Asia Initative, Harvard University

MANTHAN

Manthan by Shyam Benegal (1976, 133 min.). Set againsti¢eriorating dairy industry of Gujarat, Manthafist of dairy farmers who united to
demand their fare share of proceeds from the catpanilk-processing giants. An inspirational filrorh India’s art house pioneer, Shyam Benegal,
Manthan was financed by 500,000 Gujarat dairy fasieach of whom contributed two rupees (four gantsard the film’s budget. Upon its
release, the farmers flocked to theaters in trwaakdo ensuring that their film was a box-office ®sst Manthan is one of the first films starring
Girish Karnad, Smita Patel, Naseeruddin Shan, andsh Puri, who all went on to become major stéimdian cinema. In Hindi with English
subtitles.

Followed by a discussion with Professor Arindam Du# - Program in History, Theory and Criticism of Ar chitecture and Art, MIT

A critical figure in the new wave of Indian direc$, Shyam Benegal has introduced some of thetalested artists in Hindi

r‘\‘:ﬁ’m films including Shabana Azmi, Naseeruddin ShahRom Smita Patil, and Amrish Puri. Founder of tHgderabad Film
Y - Society, a former advertising filmmaker, and dicedf the Film and Television Institute of Indiagrgal is noted for his
s ") portrayals of rural oppression and shifting socialues, as well as his sensitivity to the role omen in contemporary Indian

i \ ~ society. The recipient of numerous awards inclu@ifiRalme d’Or in 1976 for Nishant, the Governmdrindia has awarded
/‘"\ Benegal both the Padma Shree (1976) and Padma Bhy4891) for his artistic contributions, and la&ar, the President of
f'"ﬁ } India appointed him to the Rajya Sabha, India’sempouse of Parliament. Benegal also won the théa3aheb Phalke
< Award, the highest lifetime achievement award gidn cinema, last month.

A e
DVDs and images are available.

Tickets are $8 for MFA members, seniors, and stisg&9 for general admission. Please call the Bffice at (617) 369 3306 for ticket orders.
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